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From protecting public health and maintaining infrastructure to important recordkeeping, your county 
government plays a central role in your daily life. Learn more about why counties matter at:

OUR OVERSIGHT
Under the 1963 Michigan Constitution, county governments in 
Michigan continue their traditional role of being regional “agents” of 
state government to ensure delivery of such services as courts, elections, 
jails, public health, and roads.

OUR HEALTH
Counties work to protect the public health via food inspections, 
immunizations, prevention of disease and environmental hazards, and 
the integrated mental health services.

OUR SECURITY
From sheri�’s deputies patrolling rural roads and byways to local courts 
handling the most heinous criminal cases, or most routine civil ones, 
county governments in Michigan ensure residents can be secure in 
their homes and communities, and properly seek redress under the law 
when con�icts arise.

Counties are responsible for ensuring the maintenance and 
improvement of OUR NETWORKS that knit together our 
communities physically and electronically.

County clerks help collect and keep our records, memories and 
history safe. �ese records include marriage licenses, birth 
certi�cates, court records, business licensing and permits and 
the records of government itself, such as the minutes of county 
board meetings.

County government, through the treasurer’s o�ce, keeps a close 
watch on funds that are collected by the county, and their 
eventual use. Treasurers also have responsibility for knowing 
when property taxes have been paid and when they have not.

OUR FAMILIES
�rough the foster care system, social service workers in local o�ces 
work with county-based courts to investigate cases, safeguard children 
from any threats and work with adults to bring about family 
uni�cation whenever it is in the best interests of the child.

The Original Regional Government


